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Dear Friends,

The AIFUCTO leadership records its  appreciation of  the leaders and members of all the affiliates who hold aloft  our banner in this sprawling country of ours. You have been ever vigilant to protect the interests of teachers and students through your untiring efforts, often carried out in hostile and unfriendly  situations. But we all believe in the strength of unity which is the real forte of our movement.

I know you are aware of the very successful  NEC meeting held in Kolkatta .We have also put up the details of which are posted  in our website. I am sure you have started acting on the programme of action charted out by the NEC.

NEC meeting, Seminar and Felicitation Program in Kolkata on 27th March,2011

 The NEC meeting was held  on 27th march 2011  at  the legendary Darbhanga Hall of Calcutta University, Kolkata.The meeting was hosted by AIFUCTO affiliates -CUTA,WBCUTA,WBGCTA,RBUTA,VUTA,KUTA,JUTA,BUTA and WBCLA. This was indeed a proud moment as the meeting showed the real strength- cohesive beauty of  AIFUCTO.

Felicitation to the former office bearers

The NEC offered joyous and grateful felicitations to  our former office bearers . We felicitated  Prof..K.K.Thekedath,Prof.Shyamapada Pal,Prof.Anil Bhattacharyya-all former Presidents,Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharyya and Prof.B.Vijay Kumar, former General Secretaries,Prof.Ajay Banerjee,former Treasurer,Prof.Asis Ray and Prof.Manindra Nath Ray , both former Vice-presidents.

 On behalf of the leadership, Prof.Asok Barman, Gen.Secretary paid glowing tributes to the former leaders for their glorious role in building and sustaining the AIFUCTO movement.He noted the sacrifices they made for the movement and their unflinching loyalty to the continued unity of our Organisation. They placed the interest of the  teachers above all differences and showed deep respect to  different opinions and thus set before the nation an unparalleled example of democratic unity. The Gen. Secretary assured the former leaders that the present leaders imbibed the philosophy of united struggle and strategic actions from them. He informed the meeting that the present leaders take advice from our former leaders and derive great strength. He narrated the active role of AIFUCTO in getting the historic orders for the revision of pension to the teachers who retired from service during the  5th pay Revision period. He hoped that the bond between generations of leaders will always be maintained.

Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharyya, on behalf of the felicitated leaders, thanked the present leadership and expressed his conviction that the sense of working for the community, apart from the improvements in the service conditions, shall always  be the  defining feature of  the teaching community. He said that the changes taking place in different directions and dimensions paved the way for more active and purposeful lives of teachers-both serving and  retired. He cautioned the gathering that the society is passing through challenging moments and teachers have the noble duty of guiding the society for welfare of mankind.

Seminar – 

A lively seminar was organised by the Library Science Department of Calcutta University on the occasion of the NEC meeting.The topic of the Seminar was ‘Intrusion of Foreign Educational Institutions in India-the Challenges’.

The Seminar was presided over by Prof.Biplab Chakraborty, Prtesident,  CUTA. Prof.Chakraborty, in his address outlined the ongoing debate about the entry of foreign educational institutions and drew the attention of the participants to the many lurking dangers. 

Prof.Suranjan Das, Vice Chanceller of Calcutta University delivered the Key Note address.

He opposed the very  idea as only third grade institutions would come forward , with an eye on the vast market, and possibility of quick profit.But the end result would be negative as could be seen from the examples of many countries whose experiments with foreign institutional players ended in disaster. He noted that this would lead to the total  neo-colonialisation of our educational structure.

 Prof.K.K.Thekedath strongly opposed the Bill introduced in Parliament. The move would further erode the philosophy of public funded education and the market forces would dominate neglecting the interests of millions of students having little capacity to pay. The motive of commercialisation, he observed, must be exposed and opposed by a united movement of all stakeholders.

 Prof.Mrinmoy Bhattacharyya also opposed the Bill and warned that this would vitiate  higher education and work against the ethos of inclusive , quality education. He cited examples of many countries where higher education draws full support from the State.

Prof.James William outlined how the Govt. of India adopted the agenda of liberisation, privatisation and globalisation to the detriment of people of our country. While the access rate is already very low, the move will further hurt our higher education. He informed the house that there are nation wide protests to the harmful govt. policies from students, teachers and concerned people. A strong, united struggle would be organised to frustrate such moves. He informed that President and Gen.  Secretary, AIFUCTO would appear before the Standing Committee of MHRD to present the views of AIFUCTO.

Prof.Asok Barman felicitated Prof.Suranjan Das, Vice Chancellor,  Calcutta University and thanked him for his support to hold the seminar. He thanked the Library Science Department, Calcutta University for the successful Seminar. The host department thanked all speakers and participants.

NEC Meeting

Prof.James William,President inaugurated the well attended meeting with his introductory address. He welcomed the members from almost all parts of the country and introduced the agenda of the meeting.

Prof.Asok Barman,Gen. Secretary presented report on all the developments after the last NEC meeting.

His comprehensive report covered every notable  development, the most important of which include the non-payment of Govt. of India share of arrears to the States, UGC Regulations, Anomaly Committee Report, Implementation of pay scales including the age of superannuation, and the  different Bills presented in the parliament. He informed that the cabinet is yet to de-link the age of retirement from payment of arrears. The MHRD officials informed that they have sent the request for de-linking .The UGC Regulations Anomaly Committee is still working out and will submit the report within a short period. The age of superannuation has been increased in some states though, and  some have done it with riders. He requested the NEC to chalk  out a program of action in support of different demands and enlist the support of political parties. He once again referred to the non payment/partial payment of struggle fund by some affiliates and drew the attention to the members to the poor financial position of AIFUCTO.

Members from all States reported the latest developments and their action program. Members from Tamilnadu and not Nagaland informed that they would get the rest of arrears including that due from Central Govt in April.2011.

The leadership at Manipur has been trying to rectify some deviations from the MHRD order and sought AIFUCTO intervention. Associations of Maharashtra,UP,Bihar,MP,Tripura,Jhrkhand are working to ensure the acceptance of their demands.

The GS and many members expressed deep anxiety at the stalemate of NET/SET problem of thousands of teachers of Maharashtra.Gen Secretary  reported that AIFUCTO and MFUCTO are in constant pursuit of  solution to the problem. 

Many office bearers  sharply criticised the new pension scheme and suggested action to frustrate  the Central Govt.’s anti-employee move .

The leadership suggested an action program and accordingly the following decisions were taken.

Decisions of NEC Meeting held in Kolkata on 27th  March,2011  regarding action program

 

1) A demonstration/hall meeting at Unit level will be organised in the second or third week of April (date to be decided by the affiliating organisations) demanding 

 

a) Withdrawal of the PFRDA Bill

b) Immediate disbursal of the Central share for the implementation of the UGC scales of pay to the state governments

c) Implementation of the UGC Ph.D Regulations prospectively not retrospectively

d) Amendment to the UGC Regulations on Pay revision as per the suggestions made by the AIFUCTO

e) Withdrawal of the neo-liberal reforms in education

 

2)  Telegrams to be sent to the Hon. Prime-Minister by all affiliates

 

i)  The ....................................................................  Unit of (Name of the Association and state) of AIFUCTO Urges the govt. of India to withdraw the PFRDA Bill and implement the existing Assured Pension Scheme for teachers and employees appointed after 01-01-2004

 

ii) The ................................................ Unit of AIFUCTO deplores the non-payment of arrears of pay due to the implementation of UGC pay scales to College and University teachers. It urges the Hon. Prime-Minister to instruct the govt. of India to immediately release the Central share for the implementation of the pay scales to the state governments.

 

3) A State level Rally/ Convention / Dharna will be organised in May/ June, 2011(date to be decided by the State Organisations)

 

3) National struggle programme/ Rally in July during the next Parliament session (Date to be decided by the Secretariat)

All affiliates are requested to send the news about their action programs and invite Secretariat members/Office Bearers to participate in such programs.

Screening of a documentary on WBCUTA

A documentary film, of 16 minutes duration, produced by WBCUTA and directed by Prof.Asok Barman, marking the occasion of 75 Years of the Association, was screened. The documentary presents a panaromic view  of the history the Association, its role to augment the teachers’ interest in the state and the AIFUCTO levels, and various activities including extension and publications.

Cultural program by Rabindra Bharati University

A superb cultural program was presented by the faculty members   and students of the Rabindra Bharati University. The rendition, studded with Tagore songs and  poems besides traditional Bengali folk songs, mesmerised the audience, transported them to higher planes and thus rejuvenated the national activists as  Rabindra Sangeet could. Thanks to our colleagues for the memorable performance. 

Congratulations to the hosts

We convey our thanks and greetings to all the affiliates from West Bengal for the outstanding success of the NEC meeting. 

AIFUCTO representation to Parliamentary Standing Committee ,HRD

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource Development is presently examining the Foreign Educational Institutions (Regulation of Entry and Operations) Bill, 2010 .  The Committee  decided to hear the views of theAIFUCTO  on different aspects of the Bill in its meeting scheduled for 30th March, 2011.

 Accordingly Prof.James William, President and Prof.Asok Barman, GS appeared before the Committee, warned of the negative impact of the Bill and urged the Govt.to desist from the move.It was, however, pointed out that AIFUCTO will welcome such of those foreign institutions willing  to collaborate with state funded universities and institutions. The full submission of the AIFUCTO will be published in the Teachers’ Movemnet.

Letter to UGC to extend the date of relaxation for refresher and orientation courses

Some affiliates requested the leadership to write to UGC to extend the date of relaxation for undergoing the mandatory  refresher and orientation courses..Accordingly, the  President and Gen. Secretary visited  the UGC office and submitted a request to this effect.

Greetings
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Asok Barman-Gen. Secretary
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