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The Glorious Journey began fifty years back, when a group of visionary teacher leaders of universities and colleges took a small but epoch-making step to organize the apex body of teachers’ associations across the country. They named it All India Federation of University & College Teachers’ Association, remarkably when many state level associations were yet to see the light of day. The birth of the Federation was the turning point of the united teachers’ movement in the higher education sector in India.
The task to spread the movement all over India was indeed daunting, but the hard work put in by the leaders met the challenge and we now proudly inherit a national movement of more than five lac teachers. Our leaders, in the budding stage, left no stone unturned to create the awareness among teachers that a strong united teachers’ movement could be the only safeguard to their interest. The teachers’ associations from Manipur to Goa, from Jammu & Kashmir to Tamilnadu joined hands to build up the AIFUCTO movement that showed its strength in successfully holding two nation wide cease work programmes and clinching favorable decisions regarding the pay revisions in 1988 and 1998.
The AIFUCTO movement armed with the strength of unity successfully negotiates with the government for introducing decent pay scales and service conditions on the one hand. And on the other it orients its members to actively participate in nation building through teaching, research and extension work. The movement, while fighting for the proper recognition of teachers in terms of financial gains and social status always remembers the social responsibility to work for inclusive and quality education. On numerous occasions the AIFUCTO presented before the nation and the government documents on educational policies and reforms. High on AIFUCTO agenda are the demand for increasing central allocations for higher education, and in states the filling of thousands of vacant posts alongside the creation of new posts, demands pivotal to saving and strengthening the public funded education which can alone ensure inclusive quality education.
A landmark achievement of the movement was to ensure, with the active cooperation of some truly good personalities in pay commission and government, pay scales for college & university teachers similar to class 1 officers of Govt. of India. That was the beginning of a historical journey through successive pay commissions to pave the way for promotions in colleges. Our leadership convincingly exhibited determination, confidence and negotiating skills in tackling the issues through out the decades. We preferred continuous dialogue with the decision makers, but did not hesitate to hit the street or court arrest or resort to cease work when all other persuasive efforts failed.
From the onset, the AIFUCTO Movement laid down certain guiding principles, arrived at collectively, which continues to steer the ship over turbulent waters of provocation. Never did it compromise on its pluralistic composition. One can understand what levels of sagacity, patience and dedicated service made this possible. When the unity of the national federations for other movements crumbled, our movement remains the sole exception to the general slide all around, and has become largest such organization in the world. Let us remember the great contribution of our leaders and members who transcended their differences of ideological and political beliefs and showed allegiance to maintain the united AIFUCTO movement.Let the Golden Jubilee Celebration be the occasion to renew our oath to fight for the teachers’ and students’ cause. We believe that no force can stop us and we shall fulfill our historical responsibility in future as our Federation did in the past. This is the hour to introspect and remember the milestones of the AIFUCTO Movement .This is also the opportunity to consolidate the movement for our future.
